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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 DAMASC 06697 261606Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EA-10 MCT-01 SY-05 USSS-00 SSM-03 
NEAE-00 DHA-05 SS-15 EUR- 12 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 DODE-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 SYE-00 /069 W 

016211 261908Z/46 

P R 261546Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5376 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 6697 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, GW, SY 

SUBJECT: "RED ARMY" THREAT TO FRG AMBASSADOR DAMASCUS 

1 . FRG AMBASSADOR VON RHAMM VISITED EMBASSY AFTERNOON 
OCT 26 TO SAY HE HAD RECEIVED THREAT ON HIS LIFE FROM 
INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS REPRESENTATIVE 

OF "RED ARMY FACTION". PHONE CALL HAD BEEN MADE TO GERMAN 
EMBASSY AT 1945 OCTOBER 25 AT TIME WHEN A GERMAN NATIONAL 
CONTRACTOR WAS ALONE IN THE OFFICES INSTALLING SECURITY 
EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING TO CONTRACTOR, CALLER SPOKE IN ENGLISH 
BUT WITH ARABIC ACCENT. MESSAGE WAS, "TELL YOUR AMBASSADOR 
HE MUST LEAVE THIS COUNTRY OR HE WILL BE KILLED. THIS 
IS THE RED ARMY FACTION SPEAKING." (COMMENT: AMBASSADOR 
SAID IT UNCLEAR WHETHER CALLER HAD SAID "FACTION" OR 
"FRONT.") 

2. GERMAN EMBASSY CONTACTED SYRIAN FONMINISTRY PROTOCOL 
WHICH HAS ASSIGNED PLAINCLOTHES GUARDS OUTSIDE GERMANY 
CHANCERY AND RESIDENCE. AMBASSADOR HAS ACCEPTED OFFER 
OF PERSONAL GUARD AND ASKED BONN TO SEND GERMAN SECURITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 DAMASC 06697 261606Z 
PERSONNEL AS WELL. 

3. WE DISCUSSED SOME BASIC SECURITY MEASURES. FRG 
AMBASSADOR SAID HE UNAWARE WHETHER SIMILAR THREATS HAD 
BEEN RECEIVED AT OTHER FRG EMBASSIES IN AREA. MURPHY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARAMILITARY FORCES, THREATS, AMBASSADORS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 26-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC06697 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770393-0630 
Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 022/aaaaasji. tel 

Line Count: 60 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f5f7a727-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 794589 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: Y'RED ARMYV THREAT TO FRG AMBASSADOR DAMASCUS 
TAGS: PINS, GE, SY, (VON RHAMM, ULRICH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f5f7a727-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



